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About us	
View our Strategic Plan 2021-2026
	

MissionWe advocate for people with criminal records so they can move on positively in their lives



	

Our impactIn policy and campaign work, advocating for systemic change and improving the lives of people with criminal records



	

How we workOur priorities, How we work, what we do and our approach to centering the voices of people with criminal records in everything we do



	

Who we areMeet our team







	
Information and Advice

Explore the country’s most comprehensive source of information and support for people with criminal convictions.
Search for something



View all Information and Advice

Topics	About Criminal Records
	Employment, Business and Volunteering
	Education
	Housing, and Living in the UK
	Insurance, Banking and Finance
	The Criminal Justice System
	Travel
	Other Areas of Life




Popular Articles	Applying to university
	Applying for citizenship
	Applying for a licence to become a taxi driver
	‘Do I need to disclose my criminal record?’ tool



Guides	Travelling abroad
	Sexual offences
	Insurance, banking and other financial issues




	Calculate when your convictions are spent and no longer need to be disclosed with our easy to use tool.

Use the calculator
	Find answers to frequently asked questions, and speak to an expert for support & guidance

Visit the Helpline








	
Changing the System

Unlock exists to help people with criminal convictions. We can positively impact the most lives by changing the system that creates obstacles, and stigmatises those with a criminal record.
Find out more about our systems change work

Our priorities	Priorities for government
	Fair use of DBS Checks and Disclosure of Criminal Records
	Fair Access to Employment
	Fair Access to Education
	Fair Access to Housing
	Fair Access to Financial Services
	Fair Treatment in Everyday Life
	Fair Treatment in the Criminal Justice System




Research and Evidence	Projects
	Key facts
	Publications
	Case Studies
	Consultation responses and submissions
	Strategic litigation




	Mobilising people with lived experience to change the outdated criminal records system

Join the #FairChecks movement
	A campaign to increase opportunities for people with convictions to compete for jobs

Find out more about Ban the Box






	
Community

Unlock is driven by the voices of people who have direct experience of criminal records and their impacts. You can read their stories, contribute your own, and be part of the wider Unlock community (previously called The Record).
View community overview page

Personal Stories	About Criminal Records
	Employment, Business and Volunteering
	Education
	Insurance, Banking and Finance
	Housing, and Living in the UK
	The Criminal Justice System
	Travel
	Other Areas of Life




From the community	Success stories
	Struggles & Stigma
	Visit the Forum




	Share information, advice and experience on moving on with a criminal record

Visit the forum






	
For Professionals

We work with employers, universities, front-line practitioners and others looking to support, advise or hire people with criminal records.
View an overview of how we can support professionals

Training, Events and Workshops	Criminal record disclosure training
	Training for employers and recruiters




For Professionals	Stopping unlawful criminal record checks
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Online Event          
Understanding the ROA and rules on disclosing  criminal records

Are you up to date with the laws around disclosing criminal records? Join us  to find out how the criminal records disclosure system works.

View more info



	
Get involved

Unlock will always be led by those on the ground with experience of criminal convictions. We’re only as strong and effective as those who contribute to fighting the prejudice and stigma of a criminal record.
Get involved

Ways to get involved	Donate
	Raise money online
	Work for us
	Share your story
	Campaign with us
	Volunteer





Join our newsletter, and never miss a thing

Sign up now






Search the Unlock website

Search


404 - We haven't unlocked what you're looking for


Sorry, the page or content that you were looking for cannot be found.
If you manually entered the URL, please check the link is correct, search for what you're looking for, or click the 'return home' button below to return home.

Search the Unlock website

Search


Return home


We want to make sure that our website is as helpful as possible.
Letting us know if you easily found what you were looking for or not enables us to continue to improve our service for you and others.

Was it easy to find what you were looking for?
Yes, it was easy
No, it wasn’t easy


If you have any comments, please let us know here. The more information we have the more we can continue to improve our service.Submit comment
Thank you for your feedback.




12 million people have criminal records in the UK. We need your help to help them.

Help support us now
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Join our newsletter, and never miss a thing

Sign up now
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We use limited cookies

We use cookies where necessary to allow us to understand how people interact with our website and content, so that we can continue to improve our service.
We only ever receive anonymous information, and cannot track you across other websites. Find out more


Are you OK with cookies?
Yes, no problem
No thanks
More options



More Options

Choose which cookies to allowAnalytics




Google Tag ManagerCookies that allow us to collect anonymous data to help us improve the website. We never share this data and cannot identify anyone from what we collect.






Confirm your choices
Accept all
Confirm selection
Reject all





      